Media Kit Introduction to the Mural’s Three Sections: Unity, Freedom, and Progress

The USA 250th Anniversary Mural is a visual narrative of America’s journey, structured into three distinct yet
interconnected themes: Unity, Freedom, and Progress. Each section represents a critical chapter in the
nation’s history, from its founding principles to the ongoing pursuit of liberty and the relentless drive toward
innovation.

This mural is not just a collection of historical moments—it is a continuous story that carries the viewer
through the defining struggles and achievements that have shaped the country over 250 years. Unity reflects
the birth of the nation, capturing the pivotal moments that brought the colonies together to declare
independence. Freedom serves as the emotional core of the mural, portraying the sacrifices made to secure
and uphold liberty. Progress highlights the transformative advancements that have propelled the United
States forward, ensuring that innovation and discovery remain at the heart of its future.

Through powerful imagery and compelling storytelling, this mural invites viewers to step into history and
consider how the lessons of the past inform the challenges and aspirations of today. As America approaches
its 250th anniversary, these themes serve as a reminder that its story is still being written—shaped by those
who carry forward its ideals.

The following sections provide a closer look at representative vignettes form 31 in the 250 Mural and symbolic
elements within each thematic chapter, illustrating the journey of a nation built on courage, resilience, and
vision.

Unity: The Birth of a Nation

The Unity section of the mural captures the pivotal moments that led the American colonies to come together
and declare independence. It reflects the formation of a national identity built on shared ideals, perseverance,
and the pursuit of self-governance.

The “Join, or Die” Cartoon (1754, repurposed in 1774)

One of the earliest symbols of colonial unity, Benjamin Franklin’s segmented snake urged the colonies to unite
against British rule. First appearing during the French and Indian War, it gained renewed significance during
the American Revolution as a rallying call for collective action.

The Boston Tea Party (1773)

A dramatic act of defiance against British taxation, the Boston Tea Party saw members of the Sons of Liberty
dump an entire shipment of British tea into Boston Harbor. This moment intensified colonial resistance and
set the stage for open rebellion.

The First Continental Congress (1774)
In response to increasing British oppression, representatives from 12 of the 13 colonies met in Philadelphia to

coordinate their grievances. This event marked the beginning of organized colonial governance and the first
steps toward independence.



The Signing of the Declaration of Independence (1776)

At the mural’s center, this defining moment captures the formal adoption of the Declaration of Independence.
The document severed colonial ties with Britain and laid the foundation for the principles of liberty and self-
rule that continue to define the nation.

Betsy Ross Sewing the First American Flag (1777)

According to legend, Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross sewed the first American flag, symbolizing the birth
of a new national identity. Whether fact or folklore, this image represents the unity of the colonies under one
banner, reinforcing the sense of a shared destiny.

This section of the mural reminds viewers that the foundation of the United States was built on courage,
collaboration, and the pursuit of a vision that would transform thirteen colonies into a unified republic.

Freedom: The Ongoing Struggle

The Freedom section of the mural serves as the heart of America’s journey, illustrating the hard-fought battles
and enduring sacrifices that have preserved liberty for generations. Rather than a collection of individual
vignettes, this section presents a powerful composition of symbols and figures that embody the ongoing
pursuit of freedom. It stands as a solemn reminder that liberty is not inherited—it must be earned, defended,
and upheld.

The Central Pillar of Freedom

At the core of this section stands a towering golden pillar, symbolizing the strength and endurance of
American ideals. Resting upon this foundation are the figures of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton—key architects of the nation’s democratic
principles. Their presence at the top of the mural reflects the guiding philosophies that have shaped the
country, while the structure itself reinforces the idea that freedom is upheld by a deep and unwavering
foundation.

The Statue of Liberty (1886): A Beacon of Hope

Towering at the center of this section, the Statue of Liberty represents America’s role as a guardian of
freedom and democracy. A universal symbol of hope, she welcomes those seeking a new beginning and stands
as a reminder that liberty requires vigilance.

The Cost of Freedom: Honoring Fallen Soldiers

Two soldiers—one from the Revolutionary War and one from modern-day—stand at the edge of Arlington

National Cemetery, saluting the rows of white gravestones that stretch across the horizon. Their shared
posture links past and present, underscoring the reality that freedom has always required sacrifice.



Breaking Chains: Emancipation and the 13th Amendment (1865)

To the left of the central pillar, a formerly enslaved man breaks free from his chains, symbolizing the abolition
of slavery and the fight for civil rights. While the Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment ended
slavery, this moment acknowledges that the struggle for equality continued long after.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement

On the right side of the Freedom section, a bust of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. represents his leadership in the
Civil Rights Movement. His nonviolent approach and unyielding call for justice reinforced the core principles of
democracy and human rights.

The Role of the Armed Forces in Defending Liberty

At the base of this section, the emblems of the six branches of the United States Armed Forces honor those
who have served to protect the nation’s freedoms. The presence of these symbols reinforces the idea that
freedom is not self-sustaining—it requires dedication and sacrifice from every generation.

This section of the mural serves as both a reflection and a challenge, reminding viewers that freedom must be
actively upheld, protected, and expanded for future generations.

Progress: Innovation, Discovery, and the Future

The Progress section illustrates America’s relentless drive toward innovation, scientific achievement, and
exploration. It showcases how advancements in technology, industry, and space exploration have shaped the
modern world and continue to push the boundaries of possibility.

The Transcontinental Railroad (1869)

A defining feat of engineering, the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad connected the east and west
coasts, revolutionizing travel and commerce. The golden spike ceremony symbolizes the unification of distant
regions, marking a new era of national expansion and economic growth.

Thomas Edison & Nikola Tesla: The Age of Innovation

Two of the most influential inventors of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Edison and Tesla represent the
power of innovation. Their advancements in electricity, communication, and engineering laid the foundation
for modern technology.

The Wright Brothers & The Dawn of Aviation (1903)
Depicting the moment of the first powered flight in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, this vignette captures the

beginning of human aviation. From a 12-second flight to supersonic jets and space exploration, this moment
represents the boundless ambition to reach beyond what was once thought possible.



The Moon Landing (1969)

A defining moment of the 20th century, the Apollo 11 mission demonstrated that humanity could go beyond
Earth. The mural’s depiction of Neil Armstrong stepping onto the moon serves as a testament to the power of
perseverance, ingenuity, and exploration.

The Future of Space Exploration & Technology

Looking ahead, the Progress section envisions the next chapter in human innovation. A depiction of an
advanced space station and an interplanetary spacecraft departing Earth symbolizes the limitless possibilities
of future exploration.

Progress is not just about technological advancements—it is about the human drive to create, build, and
shape the world of tomorrow. This section of the mural challenges viewers to consider what comes next and
how innovation can continue to elevate humanity.

Final Thoughts

Each section of the USA 250th Anniversary Mural presents a chapter in the nation’s history, illustrating how
unity, freedom, and progress have shaped America’s journey. These themes are not isolated—they are
interconnected forces that continue to define the country’s past, present, and future. As the mural tells this
story, it serves as a reminder that history is still unfolding and that every generation has a role in shaping what
comes next.



